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An Examination of the Ethical Strategies of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in Governance and
Their Role in Social Cohesion

Hossein jamaati*

Abstract

Aim : This study aims to explicate the ethical strategies of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) in governance and to analyze their role in fostering
social cohesion.

Method: the present survey employs a descriptive—analytical method and
relies on documentary research drawing on primary sources, including the
Qur’an, hadith literature, and authoritative texts of the Prophetic biography.
Results : The findings indicate that the Prophet’s success in creating social
cohesion was the outcome of a coherent ethical system grounded in Qur’anic
anthropology—one that simultaneously acknowledged intrinsic human
dignity, divine innate disposition, freedom and agency, and human existential
vulnerabilities. The Prophetic model operated on three strategic levels:
communicative strategies (active social engagement and the creation of an
intimate social atmosphere), cohesion-building strategies (the establishment
of the institution of brotherhood and the promotion of justice and equality),
and identity-forming strategies (honoring human dignity and replacing
derogatory names). These strategies were implemented under the governance
of principles such as the primacy of human dignity, the integration of justice
and benevolence, active two-way interaction, concealing others’ faults, and
positive regard.

Conclusion: The implementation of this model led to tangible outcomes,
including the transformation of tribal hostilities into inseparable brotherhood,
the formation of trust-based social capital, the emergence of a trans-tribal
Islamic identity, and the establishment of a cohesive society despite ethnic and
religious diversity. This study demonstrates that ethical governance in the
Prophetic tradition is the art of transforming human relationships into
opportunities for growth and moral excellence.

Keywords: Prophet Muhammad (PBUH); Ethical Strategies; Ethical
Governance; Social Cohesion; Qur’anic Anthropology

L, Graduated of the fourth level of the Qom Seminary; Assistant Professor,
Department of Education and Training, Farhangian University. Tehran, Iran.
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