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Abstract

Michael Anthony Sells (1949- ) is a professor of theology at the University of Chicago and
a researcher on mystical worldview. In his account of mystical union in Islam, he identifies
five linguistic worlds: (1) poetic archetypes of the union of the lover and the beloved and
critical relationship between the scholastic poetic tradition and the Sufi language of union;
(2) Quranic themes and theological issues pertaining to the language of union; (3) mythical
ascend through heavenly spheres to the divine throne and Sufi revelation; (4) the Sufi dia-
logue of wonder about union; and (5) Ibn al-*ArabT’s mystical dialectics. Sells emphasizes
the concept of mi raj (ascension) as the culmination of mystical union. Taking a mytho-
logical approach and embracing a perspective of descent in relation to the divine realm, he
posits that reaching the divine throne marks the attainment of mystical union. This research
relies on library studies and deploys the descriptive-analytical approach to study Michael
Sells’s five linguistic worlds concerning mystical union in Islam.
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1. Michael Anthony Sells.

2. Butte.

3. Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes by ‘Alqama, Shanfara, Labid, ‘Antara, Al-
A’Sha, and Dhu Al-Rumma.

4 . Encyclopedia of the Quran.

5 -Literary Structures of Religious Meaning in the Quran.

6 ."The Casting: A Close Hearing of Sura Tatla: Neuwirth, Angelika and Michael A Sells, 2016, the
Casting: A Close Hearing of Sura TaHa, with correction, from Qur’anic Studies Today.

7 . Aliterary Approach to the Hymnic Suras of the Qur’ an: Sells, Michael A, 2000, A Literary
Approach to the Hymnic Suras of the Qur’an, from Issa J. Boullata, ed., Literary Structures
of Religious Meaning in the Qur’an, Richmond, Surrey: Curzon, pp 3-35.

8 . Approaching the Qur an: The Farly Revelations: Sells, Michael A, 2007, Approaching the
Qur’an: The Early Revelations. Ashland: White Cloud Press.

9. Duns Scotus.

10 . Marguerite Porete.

11.Mysfical Language of Unsaying: Sells, Michael A, 1994, Mystical Language of Unsaying,

The University of Chicago Press.
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12 . Barly Islamic Mysticism: Sells, Michael A, 1996, Early Islamic Mysticism. New York:
Paulist Press.
13 . Stations of Desire: Sells, Michael A, 2000, Stations of Desire: Love Elegies from Ibn
‘Arabi and New Poems (Ibis Editions).
14 . Towards a Poefic Translation of Fusus al-Hikam, chapter 1 on Adam.
15. Four Poems from Ton al- ‘Arabi’s Tarjuman al- Ashwag,
16. The Infinity of Desire: Love, Mystical Union, and Ethics n Sufism: Sells, Michael A, 2002, The
Infinity of Desire: Love, Mystical Union, and Ethics in Sufism, Seven Bridges Press.
17 Bewildered Tongue: The Semantics of Mystical Union in Islam” . Sells, Michael A, 1989,
Bewildered Tongue: The Semantics of Mystical Union in Islam, Macmillan press.
18 . The moment of truth.
19. Pre.islamic.
20. Perplexity of bewilderment.
Y\
ol po e Olad §5 55 0l Gl B 5 4 Cd e, ST
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23. “Passing away” of the self.
24 . The “remaining” of a consciousness.
25 . Conjunction of two entities.
26 . Psychic space.
27 . Divine image.
28 . Normal reference.

29 . Subject and object.
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s Idel, Moshe and Bernard McGinn, 1989, Mystical Union in Judaism, Christianity, and Is-

lam: An Ecumenical Dialogue. New York: Macmillan Publishing Company.
= Sells, Michael A, 1993, »Sound and Meaning in Surat alQari'a«, Arabica 40, pp 403-430
s Sells,Michael A, 1991, »Sound, Sprit,and Gender in Surat Al-Qadr«, JAOS 111.pp239-259
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